
CAVALRY BATTLE AT HIGH BRIDGE
★ ★ ★

Union Opportunity Lost

L E E ’ S  R E T R E A T

You Are
Here

F. LEE

DEARING

MUNFORD

4 MA Cav.

54 PA
123 OH

Gen. Theodore Read

Gen. James Dearing, 
mortally wounded here,
was the last Confederate
general to die in the war.

High Bridge over the Appomattox River, 1865.

Charge of 4th Mass. Cavalry at High Bridge.

Gen. Thomas Munford

Col. Francis Washburn

Just northwest of here, on the afternoon of April
6, 1865, a Union detachment tried and failed to
burn High Bridge – where the South Side Rail-
road crossed the Appomattox River – and restrict
the Confederate retreat to the south side of the
river. Gen. Theodore Read, leading the mixed

infantry and cavalry group, sent his troopers
under Col. Francis Washburn on a scout to the
bridge. There they drove off a small Confederate
guard but turned back when they heard firing
behind them.

Gens. Thomas L. Rosser’s and Thomas 
T. Munford’s cavalry had attacked the Federal
infantry. Washburn’s command charged into the
fray, and in the vicious hand-to-hand fighting
Washburn fell mortally wounded while Read was
killed outright. Some of the Union infantrymen
escaped to High Bridge but surrendered when
the Confederate cavalry overwhelmed them.
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