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Agenda Item: Zoning Ordinance Amendment 

Summary: 
The Prince Edward County Board of Supervisors requested that staff review all existing County 
Ordinances and provide updates as necessary in order to comply with the Code of Virginia. 
Therefore, staff reviewed the existing Prince Edward County Zoning Ordinance as well as 
researched standards utilized by various rural Counties in their Ordinances and the most recent 
updates in the Code of Virginia. 

At the January and February meetings of the Planning Commission, staff presented a Draft 
Ordinance with new language and description of development standards. Staff has incorporated all 
recommendations by the Planning Commission into the Zoning Ordinance Amendment, 
Attachment (1 ). Significant changes include: adding new definitions for uses such as private 
camping, short-term tourist rental, and adjusting setbacks for accessory structures in order to allow 
for public safety. 

The Planning Commission held a public hearing on March 21, 2023, no one spoke and the County 
has received no correspondence concerning the proposed amendment. The Planning Commission 
unanimously recommended approval of the Ordinance Amendment. 

A public hearing was held at the April regular meeting, where no one spoke concerning the 
proposed amendment. After Supervisor discussion, the amendment was tabled in order for staff to 
revise the sections related to Commercial and Non-commercial Kennels. Staff has modified the 
proposed language to clarify these requirements are for dogs only and reduced setback requirements 
and clarified that an owner needs only to properly dispose of animal waste. Also addressed in this 
revision is the clarification of required screening in Section 4-200.15 to remove the word "plantings" 
due to the fact that this section of the code requires six-foot fence screening. Proposed changes are 
deemed to be less restrictive and therefore would not require a new public hearing. 

Attachments: 
1. Revised Zoning Ordinance Amendment

Recommendations: 
1. Review the Ordinance Amendment and render a decision.
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SUMMARY: By law, the Prince Edward County Planning Commission is charged with the 
responsibility of preparing and recommending a comprehensive plan to the Prince Edward County 
Board of Supervisors for adoption. 

Section 15.2-2223 of the Code of Virginia requires that, "The local planning commission shall 
prepare and recommend a comprehensive plan for the physical development of the territory within 
its jurisdiction and every governing body shall adopt a comprehensive plan for the territory under its 
jurisdiction. In the preparation of a comprehensive plan, the commission shall make careful and 
comprehensive surveys and studies of the existing conditions and trends of growth, and of the 
probable future requirements of its territory and inhabitants. The comprehensive plan shall be made 
with the purpose of guiding and accomplishing a coordinated, adjusted and harmonious 
development of the territory which will, in accordance with present and probable future needs and 
resources, best promote the health, safety, morals, order, convenience, prosperity and general 
welfare of the inhabitants, including the elderly and persons with disabilities." 

The Code also states that, "The comprehensive plan shall be general in nature, in that it shall 
designate the general or approximate location, character, and extent of each feature, including any 
road improvement and any transportation improvement, shown on the plan and shall indicate where 
existing lands or facilities are proposed to be extended, widened, removed, relocated, vacated, 
narrowed, abandoned, or changed in use as the case may be." 

Prince Edward County originally adopted its first comprehensive plan in 1997. The current plan 
was adopted by the Board of Supervisors on October 11, 2005. Section 15.2-2230 of the Code 
requires that the Comprehensive Plan be reviewed by the local planning commission to determine 
whether it is advisable to amend the plan. The County is woefully behind schedule which has been 
exacerbated by the COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Previous Comprehensive efforts have been completed with the assistance of the staff with the 
Commonwealth Regional Council (CRC). The CRC is currently working on plan updates for 
Cumberland, Lunenburg, and Charlotte. While the CRC has done a good job in the past, due to the 
anticipated growth in the community and the potential solar impacts, we have looked at outside 
consultants with that specific experience including Summit Engineering (f own of Smithfield, Town 
of Front Royal, Town of Cape Charles) and The Berkley Group (Richmond County and the Town 
of Farmville). The review team (Doug, Sarah, Robbie) was particularly impressed with the graphics 
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