


• Ordinary plumbing maintenance including replacement of fixtures and faucets in
one and two-family dwellings.

• Ordinary electrical maintenance including replacement of receptacles and
switches in one and two-family dwellings.

• Ordinary mechanical maintenance replacement of above-ground existing LP-gas
containers of the same capacity in the same location and associated regulators
when installed by the serving gas supplier

• Replacement of mechanical appliances provided such equipment is not fueled by
gas or oil in one and two-family dwellings.

• Retaining walls less than three feet in height (zoning approval is required).
• Tool sheds and playhouses less than 256 square feet (zoning and/or health

department, if applicable, is required).
• Flagpoles 30 feet (9144 mm) or less in height, however zoning approval is

required.

With the exception of painting, wall covering, cabinetry, or floor covering, all other 
commercial work requires permits. 

A full list of exemptions can be found in Section 108 of the Virginia Construction Code. 

Read more on the 2021 VA Buildin Code 

https://dhcd.virginia.gov/sites/default/files/docx/building-codes-regulations/archive-codes/2021/2021-virginia-construction-code.pdf
https://codes.iccsafe.org/codes/virginia



